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Annie Westermann grew up in Florida and has been 

raising and showing a variety of sporting dog breeds, 

from the 1970s through the early 2000s, in both the 

United Kingdom and the U.S. She has shown Pointers, 

Irish Setters, English Cockers and Golden Retrievers, 

among others. Her biggest show thrill to date was 

winning the Brood Bitch Class and Best Bred by 

Exhibitor at the American Pointer Club National in 

Summer 1993, for Pointers she co-bred and raised.   

In 2001 she began her wilderness adventure, moving to 

the mountains of north Georgia.  There, she worked to restore a small town, renovating and restoring old 

buildings, among other projects, designing landscapes   and gardens for multi-million-dollar lake gardens 

and homes featured in a variety of National magazines and on HGTV. 

Annie currently raises puppies as a volunteer with Southeastern Guide Dogs, and in 2017 was awarded 

the President’s Lifetime Achievement Award for volunteer service for her work with that organization.  

She now lives in Dade City, Florida where she is restoring a 1930s “cracker-style“house, with her Pointer, 

Hazel, a Labrador Retriever named Rizzo, and her Labrador Retriever guide-dog-in-training,    
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Cynthia Lane-Smith was born in Northern California, lived 

a number of years in Southern California before moving to 

the Midwest in 1991.  California was her introduction to a 

lifelong career as a professional hander along with 

developing her passion for breeding top winning dogs.  She 

has bred Best in Show winners in three different breeds 

spanning three different groups.  She is the proud breeder 

of the All Time Top Winning Rhodesian Ridgeback in the 

history of the breed.  Among the accomplishments in the 

same breed were National winners, futurity winners, 

multiple group winners and at least three top ten 

representatives.  In Pointers she is fortunate to have co-breed Multiple National winners, Best in Show 

Winners, #1 rated Pointers and numerous top five Pointers.  Of particular note the only male she ever kept 

is on the all-time top producing list as are at least two of her brood bitches. She was lucky to own 

BIS/BISS Ch. Marjetta Reatta of Kintyre from puppyhood to death. Not only a top winner but top 

producer as well.  It is one thing to be a top winner but a waste if you cannot carry on that gene pool to 

the following generations.  In Dobermans she has also accomplished a breeder/owner/handler Best in 

Show winner, multiple group winners, National Award of Merit winners and notable producers.  Breeding 

dogs that are representative of their breeds is a great honor.  It requires so much thought and dedication to 

each standard, health issues and a temperament that will allow companions to have life long homes.  A 

salute to each breeder here exhibiting; you are the backbone to the sport of purebred dogs. 


